
     

 

T H E  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  R E D E E M E R  
The Second Sunday in Lent · Rite I Holy Eucharist · March 8, 2020 · 8 am 

THE COLLECT 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from thy 
ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 
unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ thy Son; who with thee and the Holy Spirit 
liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

THE FIRST READING 

Genesis 12:1-4a 

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 
curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 

THE RESPONSE 

Psalm 121  
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 
        from where is my help to come? 
2 My help comes from the Lord, * 
        the maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot be moved * 
        and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 
        shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 
        the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 
        nor the moon by night. 
7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 
        it is he who shall keep you safe. 
8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 
        from this time forth for evermore. 

Our service begins on page 323 in the blue Book of Common Prayer.  
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THE SECOND READING 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17  

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if 
Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what 
does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 
Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. But to one who 
without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descend-
ants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who 
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where 
there is no law, neither is there violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaran-
teed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the 
faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of 
many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead 
and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

THE GOSPEL 

John 3:1-17  

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and 
said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell 
you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” Nicodemus said to 
him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the king-
dom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what 
is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from 
above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicode-
mus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, 
and yet you do not understand these things? 
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do 
not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how 
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the 
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eter-
nal life. 
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R E C E I V I N G  C O M M U N I O N  
The Church believes that in Holy Communion, the Body and Blood of Christ is given to God’s 
people and received by faith. All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome here 
and invited either to participate in Communion or to receive a blessing. To receive the bread, 
please hold your hands out in front of you. To receive the wine, help guide the chalice to your 
lips. If you do not wish to receive the bread and the wine, you are invited to come forward, cross 
your hands across your chest, and receive a blessing. Gluten-free communion wafers are  
available upon request. 

C O M M I S S I O N I N G  O F  L A Y  E U C H A R I S T I C  V I S I T O R   
Celebrant  In the name of God and on behalf of this congregation, I send you forth bearing 
  these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the  
  communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
People   We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Celebrant Here in the wilderness we pray to you O God, that in our cares and concerns for the 
whole human family, the Truth of your Word may shine forth in our lives.  
The people pause for silent reflection as a period of silence follows each petition. 

The Celebrant concludes:  
God of mercy, in this season of Lent, we pray you change our hearts, mend our lives, and lead 
us to places of healing and wholeness. We ask this in the name of the One who came that we 
might have life, and have it abundantly, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life. 
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.” 
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I N  T H A N K S G I V I N G  &  M E M O R Y  

WE GIVE THANKS FOR THOSE CELEBRATING: 

Birthdays in the next week: Tom Shepard, Steve Zimmerman, Emma Carroll, Molly Dugan, Oliver 
Lyman, Ashley Ford, Rob Kranz, Jeff Shaffer, Adam Ross, Quinn McNeill, Minda Matthews-Smith,  
Annie Graner, Eleanor Flodder, John Crouch, Lisa Senter, Samuel Bass, Esther Gault, Ainsley Gough. 
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P A R T I C I P A T I N G  I N  T O D A Y ’ S  W O R S H I P  

Celebrant & Preacher The Rev. Philip DeVaul 
Deacon The Rev. Gary Lubin 

Lector Steve Carlton-Ford 

Lay Reader Jim Vance 

Intercessor Robin Henderson 

Bankers Michael Staffiera, Larry Kissel (alt.) 
Bread Guild Hollis Bass, Kathy Krug, Bret Flodder 

Flower Guild Kathe Kissel, Courtney Vice, Sue Wilkening, Carol Lyon 

Altar Guild Karen Staffiera, Kathy Behne, Jan Hill, Pattie Kovach, Amanda Rasche 

Children’s Liturgy The Rev. Joyce Keeshin, Kelly Schleker 


