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Scripture: Luke 1:26-38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the 
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 
Commentary from Facilitator Maggie Gough: 
God chooses Mary and Elizabeth to be the vessels of new life. I recently read about the 
scientists who created the vaccine. When I think about WHO God chooses to bring about new 
life, I am always in awe of the layers upon layers of healing that can be found when the 
marginalized become the gift givers.  
 
 
In the News:  
 
The Husband-and-Wife Team Behind the Leading Vaccine to Solve Covid-19 
 
Two years ago, Dr. Ugur Sahin took the stage at a conference in Berlin and made a bold 
prediction. Speaking to a roomful of infectious disease experts, he said his company might be 
able to use its so-called messenger RNA technology to rapidly develop a vaccine in the event of 
a global pandemic. 
 
At the time, Dr. Sahin and his company, BioNTech, were little known outside the small world of 
European biotechnology start-ups. BioNTech, which Dr. Sahin founded with his wife, Dr. Özlem 
Türeci, was mostly focused on cancer treatments. It had never brought a product to market. 
Covid-19 did not yet exist. 
 
But his words proved prophetic. 
 



On Monday, BioNTech and Pfizer announced that a vaccine for the coronavirus developed by 
Dr. Sahin and his team was more than 90 percent effective in preventing the disease among 
trial volunteers who had no evidence of having previously been infected. The stunning results 
vaulted BioNTech and Pfizer to the front of the race to find a cure for a disease that has killed 
more than 1.2 million people worldwide. 
 
Continue reading The Husband-and-Wife Team Behind the Leading Vaccine to Solve Covid-19 
by David Gelles in The New York Times 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/10/business/biontech-covid-vaccine.html  
 
 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/10/business/biontech-covid-vaccine.html

