
Title: Oh God, defender of my cause 
Rise & Shine, April 18th 
 
Scripture: Psalm 4 
Cum invocarem 

1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 

you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 

have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 

how long will you worship dumb idols 

and run after false gods?" 

3 Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; * 

when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me. 

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 

speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * 

and put your trust in the Lord. 

6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 

Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord. 

7 You have put gladness in my heart, * 

more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 

for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. 

 
Commentary from Facilitator Maggie Gough: 
When it comes to separation of church and state, who is God defending? 
 
In the News:  
 
High court halts Calif. virus rules limiting home worship 
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Supreme Court is telling California that it can’t enforce coronavirus-
related restrictions that have limited home-based religious worship including Bible studies and 
prayer meetings. 
  



The order from the court late Friday is the latest in a recent string of cases in which the high 
court has barred officials from enforcing some coronavirus-related restrictions applying to 
religious gatherings. 
  
Five conservative justices agreed that California restrictions that apply to in-home religious 
gatherings should be lifted for now, while the court’s three liberals and Chief Justice John 
Roberts would not have done so. 
 
Continue reading High court halts Calif. virus rules limiting home worship by Jessica Gresko 
with AP NEWS https://apnews.com/article/c98a87b425040761040f726184992dcc  
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