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The people’s response is in bold.

OPENING WORDS

The God of love is with us.

The Spirit of love is in us.

Blessed is the Holy Spirit, the breath of God.

Let the winds and all creation praise you.

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

We will light a light in the name of our Creator -

God who breathes life into all creation,

We will light a light in the name of our Redeemer -

Jesus who teaches us of the love that flows in all.

We will light a light in the name of our Inspiration -

The Holy Spirit who enlightens our thinking, strengthens our will, and renews us.

OPENING PRAYER

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, to you our hearts are open and our inmost desires
known. We cannot hide our most intimate secrets from you. Be present at all times in our
thoughts and hearts and purify them with your Holy Spirit, so that we may love you with the
love of the Spirit and praise your name with humility and joy; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE

God breathes life into creation. Let us praise the God of all breath, of all creation!
O God, our strength

We praise you for your power.

O God, our Shield.

We praise you for your protection

O God, our Comfort

We praise you for your solace.

O God, our Inspiration

We praise you for your renewal

O God, our Life,

We praise you for your grace.

O God of all,

We praise you for your love.

Glory to God of all! Glory forever! Amen.

FIRST LESSON EPHESIANS 1:3-14
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ
we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to
set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



THE RESPONSE Scaffolding By Seamus Heaney

Masons, when they start upon a building,
Are careful to test out the scaffolding;

Make sure that planks won’t slip at busy points,
Secure all ladders, tighten bolted joints.

And yet all this comes down when the job’s done
Showing off walls of sure and solid stone.

So if, my dear, there sometimes seem to be
OIld bridges breaking between you and me

Never fear. We may let the scaffolds fall
Confident that we have built our wall.

THE GOSPEL MARK 6:14-29

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

King Herod heard of Jesus and his disciples, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were
saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are
at work in him.” But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of
the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been
raised.”

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on
account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John,
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him,
he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But an opportunity came when
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of
Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests;
and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And he
solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” She
went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for!” She replied, “The head of John the
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baptizer.” Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at
once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard
for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a
soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the
prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her
mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a
tomb.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE HOMILY

There will be a pause for silent reflection immediately following the homily.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Celebrant  We now pray for the needs of all people throughout the world, remembering that we
are God's people and the hand of love on earth. Let us pray.

Intercessor Blessed are you, O God, for your life giving breath at the heart of creation from which
all joy and gladness came forth;

People For the breath of life; for the heavens and earth, and all things molded from the
dust.

Intercessor As we give thanks for the gift of this life and for the comfort we receive in your holy
presence, we pray for those places in our world and our lives where there is no joy or
comfort;

People For communities in ruins and war-torn people and nations; for those held captive
physically or emotionally;

Intercessor For those who are weary or weakened by troubles;

People And those who are dying and frightened;

Intercessor For the sick and the suffering, especially those we now name.
<Pause for additional prayers.>
For the departed and those who mourn.
<Pause for additional prayers.>
We ask your comfort and your holy presence, Lord,

People For all people, for our loved ones and for ourselves.

Intercessor We pray to you, O Holy Spirit, that we may know your love within us and in the
world, and that our lives may be a witness to that love and to your glory.

Celebrant May God guide us with wisdom, help us with mercy, bless us with grace, and empower
us with love, for the sake of Jesus Christ.



All Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE
God makes peace within us.
Let us claim it.

God makes peace between us.
Let us share it.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY

We encourage you to give your offering electronically today through our CoR App. (Search Redeemer Cincy in
your app store.) Or you may choose to give online via our secure online system located here:
https://redeemercincy.tpsdb.com/Give/offering There are also two collection spots in the narthex (look for the

Give Here signs) where you may deposit your offering safely.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We offer you praise and hearts lifted high, O God. You breathe into us your Spirit, and by the
blowing of the gentle breeze, you remind us of the constancy of your loving presence. Your
glory is in the breath of each created thing, and through your creation we see the holiness and
wonder of your being, And so with all the hosts of heaven and earth, with the wind that howls
and the gentle breeze that soothes, we join in the praises of your unending greatness:

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are filled with your glory, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord,

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, O God, for the great day of salvation prepared from the beginning of the
world, when Christ, though rejected on earth, will be seen by all to be chosen and precious in
your sight. We bless you for Christ who carried sin’s destructive powers to the cross that all
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people might be set free. Through Christ you inspire in us the hope that earth’s forces of
darkness will be scattered, and angels of glory and principalities of light will bring a new
heaven and a new earth.

Just as the prophets of Israel had spoken of the sufferings that would be His, so Jesus on the
night when he was betrayed took bread, and having blessed it, He broke the bread, and gave it
to his disciples, saying: “Take, eat; this is my body which is broken for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” In the same way he took wine, and having given thanks for it , he gave
the cup to his disciples, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often
as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Celebrant and people

Remembering his eternal self-giving, we proclaim the mystery of Christ among us. Made
one with him and one with each other, we offer these gifts and with them ourselves, a
single, holy living sacrifice

Sanctify us with your Holy Spirit, O God, and sanctify this bread and this wine, that they may
be the body and blood of Jesus Christ, and through them we may be made stronger again with
the strength that only you supply. May our inner selves be nourished that in the outward
things of life we may follow the way of Christ and grow more and more into salvation;
through Christ, by whom, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the holy Spirit, all glory
and honor is yours, almighty God, world without end. AMEN.

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now say,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Bread of heaven is broken for the life of the world.
The Cup of love is shared with all who seek God. Amen.
THE SHARING OF A HOLY MEAL



CLOSING PRAYER

Let us pray.

O God, in love you have called us to be your people and in love you have given us this
bread and wine; may this holy meal refresh us as a gentle and steady breeze, that renewed in
your Holy Spirit, we may go forth into the world to serve your people; in the name of God,
who is Love. Amen.

Lord of all light, as we go forth into the world, we extinguish the lights that here
represent the presence of the Holy in our midst.

But we will carry the light in our hearts and we pray that as we go about our work in the
world, we will shine with the love of God. Amen.

THE BLESSING

The power and peace of the Presence protect you.

The grace and goodness of the saints inspire you.

The good and gracious God go with you and keep you always.
And the blessing of God almighty, Creator, Christ,

and Holy Spirit be with you now and for ever. Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY'S WORSHIP

Celebrant & Preacher ..o The Rev. Melanie Slane
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VISION STATEMENT

We have a vision of a worshiping community
that knows Jesus and grows in love:

« United in relationships of holy connection and
communion;

+ Growing with people of every age, race,
gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic
situation, and political persuasion;

« Inspired by our understanding of why we are
Christian, why we are Episcopalian, why
Redeemer matters to us;

+ Sent into the world, rooted and grounded in
love, to serve all people with humility,
compassion, and faithfulness.
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We encourage you to give your offering electronically today through our CoR App.
(Search Redeemer Cincy in your app store.) Or you may choose to give online via our secure online system located
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the Give Here signs) where you may deposit your offering safely.
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