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Community participation is in bold.

PRELUDE�

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER
Let us pray: 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hear what the Lord Jesus Christ says: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is 
like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.
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GATHERING SONG� I’ll Fly Away

Please stand as you are able� Albert E. Brumley
Some glad morning when this life is o’er
I’ll fly away
To a home on God’s celestial shore
I’ll fly away
I’ll fly away O glory
I’ll fly away
When I die hallelujah by and by
I’ll fly away
When the shadows of this life have grown
I’ll fly away
Like a bird from prison bars has flown
I’ll fly away
I’ll fly away O glory
I’ll fly away
When I die hallelujah by and by
I’ll fly away
Just a few more weary days and then
I’ll fly away
To a land where joys shall never end
I’ll fly away
I’ll fly away O glory
I’ll fly away
When I die hallelujah by and by
I’ll fly away
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CANTICLE� A SONG OF GOD’S LOVE

Said by all. � 1 John 4:711

Beloved, let us love one another, *
for love is of God.
Whoever does not love does not know God, *
for God is Love.
In this the love of God was revealed among us, *
that God sent their only Son into the world,
so that we might live through Jesus Christ.
In this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us *
and sent their Son that sins might be forgiven.
Beloved, since God loved us so much, *
we ought also to love one another.
For if we love one another, God abides in us, *
and God’s love will be perfected in us.

CHORUS� Just A Closer Walk

As we sing, the reader comes to the middle of the room, just as Christ comes among us. � LEVAS #72
All turn in toward the reader.

I am weak but Thou art strong;
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I’ll be satisfied as long
As I walk, let me walk close to Thee.

READING� Matthew 18:21-35

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell 
you, seventy-seven times.
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle ac-
counts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with 
his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his 
knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of 
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, 
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as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seiz-
ing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded 
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw 
him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 
Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 
mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his 
entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.”

CHORUS� Just A Closer Walk

� LEVAS #72
Just a closer walk with Thee,
Grant it, Jesus, is my plea,
Daily walking close to Thee,
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

THE SERMON
We are convinced that the wisdom and image of God is present equally in all people. Thus, after the sermon and a brief time of 
pause and reflection, the floor will be opened for a discussion and sharing around the themes of the text. There is space provided in 
your bulletins or the art notebooks for you to take notes or reflect in any way that would be meaningful for you. All will be welcome 
to share.

TIME OF REFLECTION� Long Black Train

Please feel free to use the space below to reflect on what words or images � Just A Closer Walk
might be emerging for you this morning. 

CONVERSATION
We welcome now a time of sharing and conversation. There is so much wisdom here, we invite you to share what is coming up 
for you or what you have drawn or what questions you may have. All are welcome to share. All are welcome to disagree. 
Please raise your hand and a microphone will come to you. 
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BAPTISMAL COVENANT
This is a statement that we repeat in order to remember who we are, who God is and how we want to live in the world. 

Leader:	 God is One God,
All:	 the almighty, creator of heaven and earth, of all that is  seen and unseen

	 God is Jesus Christ, 
	 the eternal Son, divine and human, our Savior. His life, death, and resurrection 
	 reveal to us that God is love.

	 God is The Holy Spirit, 
	 at work in the world. Speaking through prophets past and present, inspiring us, 
	 holding us accountable, leading us to grow into the full stature of Christ.

	 With God’s help,
	 We will continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the 
	 bread, and in the prayers. 

	 With God’s help,
	 We will persevere in resisting evil, and when falling into sin, we will repent and 
	 return to God.

	 With God’s help,
	 We will proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ.

	 With God’s help,
	 We will seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourself.

	 With God’s help,
	 We will strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every 
	 human being.
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CONFESSION AND RESPONSE
God, you have called us to be Love in the world:
We do not always recognize our belovedness;
We do not always recognize the belovedness of our neighbor;
We know we harm our relationship with you
And our relationships with each other
With words said and unsaid
With deeds done and undone
We ask for your unreserved forgiveness.
We ask for your unconditional love.
Help us to forgive without reservation.
Help us to love without condition.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.

PEACE
The Peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All are invited, to follow with us on the path of the cross and find the nourishment at the table 
of God’s love. Come. 
	 Let us walk in love, as Christ loves us.

As the music plays, the congregation will gather around the altar on the for communion. 
Please bring your bulletin with you.
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SONG� Blue Ridge Cabin Home
� Louise Certain and Gladys Stacey

[Verse 1]
There’s a well beaten path in the old mountainside
Where I wandered when I was a lad
And I wandered alone to the place I call home
In those Blue Ridge hills far away

[Chorus]
Oh I love those hills of old Virginia
From those Blue Ridge hills I did roam
When I die won’t you bury me on the mountain
Far away near my Blue Ridge mountain home

[Verse 2]
Now my thoughts wander back to that ramshackle shack
In those blue ridge hills far away
Where my mother and dad were laid there to rest
They are sleeping in peace together there

[Chorus]

I return to that old cabin home with a sigh
I’ve been longing for days gone by
When I die, won’t you bury me on that old mountain side
Make my resting place upon the hills so high
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COMMUNION PRAYER
The Eucharistic Prayer has been adapted from St. Gregory of Nyssa Episcopal Church, San Francisco.

Celebrant:	 It is with all our hearts and all our minds
People:		  We give thanks to you, Mother and Father of all creation 
		  You make all things and call them good.
		  You love us into being,
		  You form us in your image
		  and breathe into us the breath of life.
Intercessor:	 Give thanks for God’s work among all of her people.
			   Free prayers from the people.

Celebrant:	 When we turn away, when we ignore your love.
All:		  You remain steadfast. You are faithful to us.
		  You liberate us from captivity,
		  Freeing us to love your world more fully
		  You set before us the way of life.
Intercessor:	  Pray for enemies and for friends.
			   Free prayers from the people.

Intercessor:	  Pray for the violent and for those who suffer at others’ hands.
			   Free prayers from the people.

Celebrant:	 Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
		  By his baptism of suffering and death
		  you give your people birth into a living hope.
		  Raising Jesus from the dead,
		  you make a new covenant with us,
		  by water and the Spirit,
		  and give us to one another.
All:		  We who were lost people are now your people,
		  declaring your wonderful deeds in Christ,
		  who calls us out of death into his Life.
Intercessor:	 Pray for the hungry and sick and afraid. 
			   Free prayers from the people.

Intercessor:	 Pray for prisoners and those without homes.
			   Free prayers from the people.

Celebrant:	 On the night when he gave himself up for us,
		  he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
		  gave it to his disciples, and said,
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		  “Take, eat: this is my Body which is broken for you.
		  Do this for the remembrance of me.”
		  When the supper was over he took the cup,
		  gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said,
		  “Drink this, all of you;
		  this is my blood of the new Covenant,
		  which is shed for you and for all
		  for the forgiveness of sins.
		  Whenever you drink it,
		  do this for the remembrance of me.”
Intercessor:	 Pray for the dead and for mourners.
			   Free prayers from the people.

Celebrant:	 On the third day you raised Jesus from the dead
		  and revealed him to the women
		  who came to the tomb to care for his body.
		  On that day Jesus was recognized by his disciples
		  in the breaking of bread.
		  And so, remembering these your
		  mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
		  We offer ourselves as a holy and living sacrifice,
		  and we praise you and we bless you. 
All:		  We praise you, we bless you, 
		  we give thanks to you, 
		  and we pray to you
		  our God.
Celebrant:	 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
		  and on these gifts of bread and wine.
		  Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ
		  that we may be for the world
		  the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
		  By your spirit make us one with Christ,
		  one with each other,
		  and one in loving service to all the world,
		  until all may feast at your heavenly banquet.
		  Through your Son Jesus Christ, and
		  with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
		  we are bold to say
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen.

FRACTION
Behold what you are. Become what you receive. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.

All are welcome to gather at the table of God’s love.
If you would like to receive the sacrament, please come forward. 

Once you have received the bread, you are invited to dip it in the cup or drink from the cup if you would like. 
If you would like gluten free, please let us know. 

After, you are invited to return to your original seat.
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COMMUNION MUSIC� Victory in Jesus
� Eugene Monroe Bartlett

Verse 1
I heard an old, old story how a Savior came from glory,
How He gave His life on Calvary to save a wretch like me;
I heard about His groaning, of His precious blood’s atoning,
Then I repented of my sins and won the victory

Chorus
O victory in Jesus, my Savior, forever!
He sought me and bought me with His redeeming blood;
He loved me ere I knew Him, and all my love is due Him.
He plunged me to victory beneath the cleansing flood

Verse 2
I heard about His healing, of His cleansing pow’r revealing
How He made the lame to walk again and caused the blind to see;
And then I cried, “Dear Jesus, come and heal my broken spirit,”
And some sweet day I’ll sing up there the song of victory.

Chorus

Verse 3
I heard about a mansion He has built for me in glory,
And I heard about the streets of gold beyond the crystal sea;
About the angels singing and the old redemption story,
And some sweet day I’ll sing up there the song of victory.

Chorus
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COMMISSIONING OF LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS
Used periodically when Lay Eucharistic Visitors are present. 

Celebrant:	 In the name of God and on behalf of this congregation, I send you forth 
		  bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the 
		  communion of Christ’s body and blood.
People:		  We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup

PRAYER OF SAINT FRANCIS
Said by all, please turn to face the open doors of the nave, as we prepare to go into the world. 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

BLESSING
Following the Blessing, the people respond

Amen.

DISMISSAL
Deacon:		  dismisses the People and the People respond.
		  Thanks be to God.

The FLOWERS that beautify our worship spaces are given to the glory of God and in loving memory 
of Elizabeth Coley by her choir and MEAC Ministry buddies, the Darlings.
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NEW TO CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER? - Ready to learn more about 
our ministries? Considering membership? Use the QR code at the left 
to join our Newcomer group and receive information about ministries, 
events, membership and access to our CoR App.

TODAY’S OFFERING - We encourage you to give your offering elec-
tronically to-day through our CoR App. (Search Redeemer Cincy in your 
app store.) Or you may choose to give online via our secure online system 
using the QR Code at right. There are also two collection spots in the nar-
thex (look for the Give Here signs) where you may deposit your offering 

REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR NAMETAG - As we gather togeth-
er for worship today it is important to wear your nametag to help 
us all remember names or just meet for the first time. Don’t have a 
nametag yet? Sign-up for one in the narthex/lobby near the entrance 
to the chapel. It will be ready for you next Sunday in the nametag 

CALENDAR

Look for more details at redeemer-cincy.org/connect/event-directory/

Church of the Redeemer offers a variety of worship, education, and fellow-
ship events for all ages. A quick glance at our Events Page provides a look 
at both our recurring opportu-nities, as well as those special events we have 
throughout the year. You can access the church Events Page on our website 

We strive to share our mission of radical welcome and hospitality with the world through 
photos and video. From time to time we document church events for use in publications, 
website, and social media. By your presence, you grant Redeemer unrestricted rights to use 

and publish, transmit or telecast images, and or likenesses that may be taken of you for 
use in communications related to the church. Please contact Mireya Medina, Minister for 

Evangelism and Communications, with any questions at 
communications@redeemer-cincy.org
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Welcome to The Epsicopal Church of the Redeemer!
We love the sounds of children in our service.

Here are some ideas to keep them engaged:

RELAX 
It’s okay for kids to be kids. we offer coloring pages, worship bags, 

and books they can use during the serivce.

SIT CLOSE 
Consider sitting up front where it’s easier for kids to see

EXPLAIN
Kids are curious! Explain what’s happening in the service.

PARICIPATE
Kids learn by mimicking what you do. So sing, prayer, respond, 

etc. and kids will follow your lead. 

WANDER
It’s okay to move around. Sometimes it’s easier to let figdety 

kids wander. 

NEED TO LEAVE?
No problem! There are spaces to take a break.

Kids need that sometimes. Come back when you are ready!

ASK
Questions or need help? Just ask our ushers

JESUS SAID

“Let the children come to me, and do not stop them, for it is to 
such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.”

PARENTS OF 
YOUNG CHILDREN
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