
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Holy Eucharist, Rite I

SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 | 8:00 am

Lynch, Jessica Jane Merciful Mother
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN



2

THE WORD OF GOD

SILENT PROCESSION

OPENING ACCLAMATION� BCP 323

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee, mercifully grant that thy 
Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
with thee and the same Spirit liveth and reigneth, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING� Genesis 50:15-21

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached 
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, for-
give the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please 
forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to 
him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 
But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you in-
tended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, 
as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this 
way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

THE PSALM� Psalm 103:8-13

8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *
          slow to anger and of great kindness.
9 He will not always accuse us, *
          nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
          nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
          so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.
12 As far as the east is from the west, *
          so far has he removed our sins from us.
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13 As a father cares for his children, *
         so does the Lord care for those who fear him.

THE SECOND READING� Romans 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 
Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not 
despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; 
for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is 
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make them stand.
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all 
be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the 
Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those 
who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and 
if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 
living.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother 
or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,
          “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
                    and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

THE GOSPEL� Matthew 18:21-35
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell 
you, seventy-seven times.
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle ac-
counts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 
was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with 
his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his 
knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of 
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, 
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seiz-
ing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded 
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw 



4

him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 
Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 
because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 
mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his 
entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.”

THE SERMON
A pause for silent reflection immediately follows the sermon.

THE NICENE CREED� BCP 326

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for Sean, our Presiding Bishop, Kristin our Diocesan Bishop, all bishops, priests, and 
deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
...We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight.
...Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress.
...Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

Silence

The People may add their own petitions.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
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Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 
Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN� BCP 330

THE PEACE� BCP 332

THE OFFERTORY

THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING� BCP 333

COMMISSIONING OF LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITOR (when needed)

Celebrant: 	 In the name of God and on behalf of this congregation, I send you forth 
		  bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the 
		  communion of Christ’s body and blood.
People: 		  We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER� BCP 339

BLESSING

SILENT PROCESSIONAL

DISMISSAL
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NEW TO CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER? - Ready to learn more about 
our ministries? Considering membership? Use the QR code at the left 
to join our Newcomer group and receive information about ministries, 
events, membership and access to our CoR App.

TODAY’S OFFERING - We encourage you to give your offering elec-
tronically to-day through our CoR App. (Search Redeemer Cincy in your 
app store.) Or you may choose to give online via our secure online system 
using the QR Code at right. There are also two collection spots in the nar-
thex (look for the Give Here signs) where you may deposit your offering 

REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR NAMETAG - As we gather togeth-
er for worship today it is important to wear your nametag to help 
us all remember names or just meet for the first time. Don’t have a 
nametag yet? Sign-up for one in the narthex/lobby near the entrance 
to the chapel. It will be ready for you next Sunday in the nametag 

CALENDAR

Look for more details at redeemer-cincy.org/connect/event-directory/

Church of the Redeemer offers a variety of worship, education, and fellow-
ship events for all ages. A quick glance at our Events Page provides a look 
at both our recurring opportu-nities, as well as those special events we have 
throughout the year. You can access the church Events Page on our website 
under the Connect tab, on our CoR App using the Events button, and by 

We strive to share our mission of radical welcome and hospitality with the world through 
photos and video. From time to time we document church events for use in publications, 
website, and social media. By your presence, you grant Redeemer unrestricted rights to use 

and publish, transmit or telecast images, and or likenesses that may be taken of you for 
use in communications related to the church. Please contact Mireya Medina, Minister for 

Evangelism and Communications, with any questions at 
communications@redeemer-cincy.org

The FLOWERS that beautify our worship spaces are given to the glory of God and in loving memory 
of Elizabeth Coley by her choir and MEAC Ministry buddies, the Darlings.
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Welcome to The Epsicopal Church of the Redeemer!
We love the sounds of children in our service.

Here are some ideas to keep them engaged:

RELAX 
It’s okay for kids to be kids. we offer coloring pages, worship bags, 

and books they can use during the serivce.

SIT CLOSE 
Consider sitting up front where it’s easier for kids to see

EXPLAIN
Kids are curious! Explain what’s happening in the service.

PARICIPATE
Kids learn by mimicking what you do. So sing, prayer, respond, 

etc. and kids will follow your lead. 

WANDER
It’s okay to move around. Sometimes it’s easier to let figdety 

kids wander. 

NEED TO LEAVE?
No problem! There are spaces to take a break.

Kids need that sometimes. Come back when you are ready!

ASK
Questions or need help? Just ask our ushers

JESUS SAID

“Let the children come to me, and do not stop them, for it is to 
such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.”

Matthew 19:14 NRSV

PARENTS OF 
YOUNG CHILDREN
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